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ALBERTUS MAGNUS COLLEGE


Course Title: 
SO 255: Anthropology of Religion
Class Meetings:
TBA

Credits:

3


Instructor:

John J. Donohue Ph.D.




Phone: 773-8068




Email: jdonohue@cc.albertus.edu




Office: Aquinas Hall, Room 109

Office Hours: by appointment
Tradition of Honor: As a member of the Albertus Magnus College Community, each student taking this course agrees to uphold the principles of honor set forth by this community, to defend these principles against abuse of misuse, and to abide by the regulations of the College. To this end, every student must write and sign the following statement at the end of each examination: “I declare the Honor Pledge.” 

Accommodations for Special Needs: Please advise the instructor of any special problems at the beginning of the semester. Thos students seeking accommodation based on disabilities should provide a Faculty Contract Sheet obtained through the Academic Development Center in Aquinas Hall, (203) 773-8590. 

Course Description
Clifford Geertz wrote that "religion may be a stone thrown into the world, but it is a palpable stone and someone must throw it." This course is designed to acquaint the student with the variety of ways in which anthropologists approach the socio-cultural institution of religion. As such, this is not a course in theology—the existence of god(s), the comparative merits of different belief systems, or even the complex contours of some of the world's great religions will not form part of this course. The focus in this course will be on developing an understanding of how social and cultural institutions that are centered on religious belief succeed or fail in perpetuating such belief, and on examining the relationship between religious belief and ritual and other aspects of human life.

Course Objectives

1. Students will be able to define critical aspects of religion as a socio-cultural phenomenon
2. Students will be able to classify religious systems according to anthropological typology

3. Students will be able to critically evaluate varying anthropological approaches to the study of religion

4. Students will be able to observe and analyze a religious ritual using the tools of anthropological analysis
Course Schedule and Requirements

This course will meet in a blended format. 

Textbooks:

Students are required to purchase these books:

Douglas, Mary


1984. 
Purity and Danger.


London: ARK.

Geertz, Clifford

1968. 
Islam Observed



New Haven: Yale University Press

Harris, Marvin
1989. 
Cows, Pigs, Wars and Witches


New York: Vintage Books

Wallace, Anthony, F.C.


1956. "Revitalization Movements." (article available online in shared files)


New York: Irvington Publishers.

Assessment and Course Requirements

Submissions

· All submissions are to be submitted electronically in CampusCruiser. 
· Both online postings and more formal papers are expected to conform to the rules of Standard English usage. 

· Papers must conform to APA guidelines for citations.

· Students are required to keep copies of all work submitted. 
· Submissions are due no later than the time and date day due.
Readings

Readings assigned in one week will be discussed the next. Your active and informed participation is both necessary and welcomed.

Students must satisfy all the following to successfully complete the class:

· Attend and participate in class sessions

· Complete all assigned readings

· Complete seven online postings 
· Conduct one ethnographic analysis of a religious ritual (your choice) in the field.

· Present a brief report on this analysis in class and submit a written summary.

· Complete a final written exam in class (open book) 
Topics and Assignments
Week One
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Online

	Class :
	SO*255-Sp.Tpc:Anthro.ofReligion-1-09/S3

	WEEK 1
	

	Assignment :
	Week One Reading

	Due Date :
	Fri, Jan 23, 2009 05:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Read
An overview by Doug Padgett
http://www.indiana.edu/~wanthro/religion.htm
a broad discussion of theology
http://www.progressiveliving.org/theology.htm
Read Harris, pp.v-82

	Assignment :
	Blended One Journal

	Due Date :
	Sat, Jan 24, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Post a short (150-250 word) essay on the following:
   Geertz maintains that "religion may be a stone thrown into the world, but it is a palpable stone and someone must throw it." What does this suggest to you regarding the way anthropologists look at religion? How does it differ from a theological approach?

	Assignment :
	Blended One Post

	Due Date :
	Mon, Jan 26, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Post 2-3 sentences that answer the following:
Is the anthropological study of religion similar to the classic idea of "faith seeking understanding?"
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In Class

An introduction to the anthropological study of religion: an historical overview

Essential Concepts: 
· The Supernatural 
· Magic and Religion 
· Theories of the Function of Religious Beliefs

· Religious Typology and Social Structure

Week Two

Online

	WEEK 2
	

	Assignment :
	Week Two Reading

	Due Date :
	Mon, Jan 26, 2009 05:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Read Douglas, pp.1-179

	Assignment :
	Blended Two - Journal

	Due Date :
	Mon, Jan 26, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Posting Two: Post a short (150-250 word) essay on the following:
In “Mother Cow” and “Pig Lovers and Pig Haters” Harris presents a materialist explanation for food taboos. Do you think all human beliefs are ultimately capable of being explained through a materialist approach? Why or why not?

	Assignment :
	Blended Two- Post

	Due Date :
	Wed, Jan 28, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	In 2-3 sentences, give your opinion on this:
"human belief is either caused by material conditions or ideas, but not by both simultaneously"


In Class

Primitive Society and Religion: 
· Vulgar Materialism, Systemic Understanding and the case of the Tsembaga Maring
Week Three


Online

	WEEK 3
	

	Assignment :
	Week Three Reading

	Due Date :
	Mon, Feb 02, 2009 05:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Read Geertz 

	Assignment :
	Blended Three - Journal

	Due Date :
	Mon, Feb 02, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Posting Three: Post a short (150-250 word) essay on the following:
Harris and Douglas present two different ways of looking at the food laws of Leviticus. Which seems more persuasive? 

	Assignment :
	Blended Three - Post

	Due Date :
	Wed, Feb 04, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	In 2-3 sentences, give your reaction to the idea that ideas about the sacred and profane are really about order and chaos



In Class

Worlds of Meaning: 
· Myth 
· Symbols 

· Polyvalent Meanings: Genesis 22
Week Four


Online

	WEEK 4
	

	Assignment :
	Week Four Reading

	Due Date :
	Mon, Feb 09, 2009 05:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Read    Wallace (copy in shared files)
Read   Harris, pp. 133-206

	Assignment :
	Blended Four - Journal

	Due Date :
	Mon, Feb 09, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Posting Four: Post a short (150-250 word) essay on the following:
Geertz asserts that Morocco and Indonesia are both Islamic countries; they bow to Mecca but in different directions. What does he mean?

	Assignment :
	Blended Four - Post

	Due Date :
	Wed, Feb 11, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	In 2-3 sentences, react to the statement:
"If culture shapes our understanding, then all religions can never get at the Truth"



In Class

Into the Field: A Discussion of Ritual Analysis

· Rites of Passage

· Sacred and Profane, Order and Chaos
· Guidelines for Field Observation

Week Five

Online
	WEEK 5
	

	Assignment :
	Week Five - Submit Proposal

	Due Date :
	Mon, Feb 16, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Identify a religious ritual you would like to observe for the purposes of an anthropological analysis

	Assignment :
	Blended Five - Journal

	Due Date :
	Mon, Feb 16, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Posting Five: Post a short (150-250 word) essay on the following:
Other people’s cultures are more easily studied in an objective manner. How persuasive did you find Harris’ discussion of Messiahs and the Prince of Peace?

	Assignment :
	Blended Five - Post

	Due Date :
	Wed, Feb 18, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Respond to the following assertion:
"Jesus was merely a social revolutionary"



In Class

Change, Secularization, and Renewal

· Revitalization Movements

Week Six

Online
	WEEK 6
	

	Assignment :
	FIELDWORK 

	Detail :
	Instead of reading, you should be planning to actually venture out into the field and observe a religious ritual of your choosing to prepare for the report and presentation due in Week 7.

	Assignment :
	Blended Six - Journal

	Due Date :
	Mon, Feb 23, 2009 10:00 AM EST

	Detail :
	Posting Six: Post a short (150-250 word) essay on the following:

How does Wallace’s idea of the revitalization movement underscore the malleable nature of religious belief and its relation to social needs?

	Assignment :
	Blended Six - Post

	Due Date :
	Wed, Feb 25, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	In 2-3 sentences respond to the following:
"true religions never change."




In Class

Case Study Analysis: Ueshiba Morihei

Week Seven

Online
	WEEK 7
	

	Assignment :
	Submission

	Due Date :
	Mon, Mar 02, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Electronically submit text version of presentation in MS Word

	Assignment :
	Week Seven Oral Presentation

	Due Date :
	Wed, Mar 04, 2009 05:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Prepare and deliver a 10 minute analysis of a religious ritual from an
anthropological perspective.



In Class

Student Presentation of Ritual Analysis
Week Eight


Online
	WEEK 8 
	

	Assignment :
	Blended Eight - Journal

	Due Date :
	Mon, Mar 09, 2009 10:00 PM EDT

	Detail :
	Post a short (150-250 word) essay on the following:
Which topics in the course were the most interesting for you? Which were the most enlightening? Why

	Assignment :
	Week Eight – Test!!! In Class Essay - bring your notes and books!!

	Due Date :
	Wed, Mar 11, 2009 05:00 PM EDT



In Class

Summary and Synthesis

Essay Test
anthro of religion web resource

http://www.as.ua.edu/ant/Faculty/murphy/419/419www.htm
Soc for Anthro of religion

http://www.aaanet.org/sections/sar//sar_newsite/links.html
An overview by Doug Padgett

http://www.indiana.edu/~wanthro/religion.htm
a broad discussion of theology

http://www.progressiveliving.org/theology.htm
World Religions

http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/religion/
Cargo Cults
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/people-places/john.html
Ghost Dance

http://www.bgsu.edu/departments/acs/1890s/woundedknee/WKghost.html
Handsome Lake

http://philtar.ucsm.ac.uk/encyclopedia/nam/handsome.html
Rites of Passage

http://anthro.palomar.edu/social/soc_4.htm
Ueshiba

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XTlWDOQBno&feature=related
Secular Ritual

pipes

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xgwRitTgU4&feature=related
drums

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7k6VYGtm8g
Guidelines for Field Studies
Participant observation is the first hand observation of social behavior. The observer should be respectful of the people and ritual being observed. If the ritual setting is one in which you will be a stranger/newcomer, you should seek permission to observe PRIOR TO the observation.

You may explain your request in this way:

As a partial requirement for a course I am taking on the anthropological study of religion, I am required to observe a religious ritual. Observations made are for the purposes of academic study only and no information will be recorded regarding the personal identities of any of the participants. I will be observing the demographic characteristics of the participants, the structure and contents of the ritual itself, as well as the symbolic elements present. The exercise is meant to provide me with first-hand experience in participant observation and to appreciate my appreciation for religious diversity.
Your observation should include OBJECTIVE evaluations of:

· day, time and location of ritual

· description of physical location

· a description of the symbols used

· a description of the liturgical order of the ritual

· a description of the demographic characteristics of the congregation

· a description of the participants’ actions during the ritual
After your observation, review your notes and consider how some of the topics we have explored in class can help you categorize your observations and connect them to the anthropological analysis of ritual. Summarize this in a five page paper.
