	Class :
	SO*255-Sp.Tpc:Anthro.ofReligion-1-09/S3

	WEEK 1
	

	Assignment :
	Week One Reading

	Due Date :
	Fri, Jan 23, 2009 05:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Read
An overview by Doug Padgett
http://www.indiana.edu/~wanthro/religion.htm

a broad discussion of theology
http://www.progressiveliving.org/theology.htm

Read Harris, pp.v-82

	Assignment :
	Blended One Journal

	Due Date :
	Sat, Jan 24, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Post a short (150-250 word) essay on the following:
   Geertz maintains that "religion may be a stone thrown into the world, but it is a palpable stone and someone must throw it." What does this suggest to you regarding the way anthropologists look at religion? How does it differ from a theological approach?

	Assignment :
	Blended One Post

	Due Date :
	Mon, Jan 26, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Post 2-3 sentences that answer the following:
Is the anthropological study of religion similar to the classic idea of "faith seeking understanding?"


	WEEK 2
	

	Assignment :
	Week Two Reading

	Due Date :
	Mon, Jan 26, 2009 05:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Read Douglas, pp.1-179

	Assignment :
	Blended Two - Journal

	Due Date :
	Mon, Jan 26, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Posting Two: Post a short (150-250 word) essay on the following:
In “Mother Cow” and “Pig Lovers and Pig Haters” Harris presents a materialist explanation for food taboos. Do you think all human beliefs are ultimately capable of being explained through a materialist approach? Why or why not?

	Assignment :
	Blended Two- Post

	Due Date :
	Wed, Jan 28, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	In 2-3 sentences, give your opinion on this:
"human belief is either caused by material conditions or ideas, but not by both simultaneously"

	WEEK 3
	

	Assignment :
	Week Three Reading

	Due Date :
	Mon, Feb 02, 2009 05:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Read Geertz 

	Assignment :
	Blended Three - Journal

	Due Date :
	Mon, Feb 02, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Posting Three: Post a short (150-250 word) essay on the following:
Harris and Douglas present two different ways of looking at the food laws of Leviticus. Which seems more persuasive? 

	Assignment :
	Blended Three - Post

	Due Date :
	Wed, Feb 04, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	In 2-3 sentences, give your reaction to the idea that ideas about the sacred and profane are really about order and chaos


	WEEK 4
	

	Assignment :
	Week Four Reading

	Due Date :
	Mon, Feb 09, 2009 05:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Read    Wallace (copy in shared files)
Read   Harris, pp. 133-206

	Assignment :
	Blended Four - Journal

	Due Date :
	Mon, Feb 09, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Posting Four: Post a short (150-250 word) essay on the following:
Geertz asserts that Morocco and Indonesia are both Islamic countries; they bow to Mecca but in different directions. What does he mean?

	Assignment :
	Blended Four - Post

	Due Date :
	Wed, Feb 11, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	In 2-3 sentences, react to the statement:
"If culture shapes our understanding, then all religions can never get at the Truth"

	WEEK 5
	

	Assignment :
	Week Five - Submit Proposal

	Due Date :
	Mon, Feb 16, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Identify a religious ritual you would like to observe for the purposes of an anthropological analysis

	Assignment :
	Blended Five - Journal

	Due Date :
	Mon, Feb 16, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Posting Five: Post a short (150-250 word) essay on the following:
Other people’s cultures are more easily studied in an objective manner. How persuasive did you find Harris’ discussion of Messiahs and the Prince of Peace?

	Assignment :
	Blended Five - Post

	Due Date :
	Wed, Feb 18, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Respond to the following assertion:
"Jesus was merely a social revolutionary"


	WEEK 6
	

	Assignment :
	FIELDWORK 

	Detail :
	Instead of reading, you should be planning to actually venture out into the field and observe a religious ritual of your choosing to prepare for the report and presentation due in Week 7.

	Assignment :
	Blended Six - Journal

	Due Date :
	Mon, Feb 23, 2009 10:00 AM EST

	Detail :
	Posting Six: Post a short (150-250 word) essay on the following:

How does Wallace’s idea of the revitalization movement underscore the malleable nature of religious belief and its relation to social needs?

	Assignment :
	Blended Six - Post

	Due Date :
	Wed, Feb 25, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	In 2-3 sentences respond to the following:
"true religions never change."

	WEEK 7
	

	Assignment :
	Submission

	Due Date :
	Mon, Mar 02, 2009 10:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Electronically submit text version of presentation in MS Word

	Assignment :
	Week Seven Oral Presentation

	Due Date :
	Wed, Mar 04, 2009 05:00 PM EST

	Detail :
	Prepare and deliver a 10 minute analysis of an religious ritual from an
anthropological perspective.

	WEEK 8 
	

	Assignment :
	Blended Eight - Journal

	Due Date :
	Mon, Mar 09, 2009 10:00 PM EDT

	Detail :
	Post a short (150-250 word) essay on the following:
Which topics in the course were the most interesting for you? Which were the most enlightening? Why

	Assignment :
	Week Eight – Test!!! In Class Essay - bring your notes and books!!

	Due Date :
	Wed, Mar 11, 2009 05:00 PM EDT


